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and, as soon as he heard it, exclaimed, " What, Far-
gues! is he so near here, then?" The courtiers re-
doubled their praises, and the King said no more; but
soon after went to the Queen-mother, and told her what
had happened.

Fargues, indeed, was no stranger, either to her or to
the King. He had taken a prominent part in the
movements of Paris against the Court and Cardinal
Mazarin. If he had not been hanged, it was because
he was well supported by his party, who had him in-
cluded in the amnesty granted to those who had been
engaged in these troubles. Fearing, however, that the
hatred of his enemies might place his life in danger if
he remained in Paris, he retired from the capital to this
country-house which has just been mentioned, where
he continued to live in strict privacy, even when the
death of Cardinal Mazarin seemed to render such se-
clusion no longer necessary.

The King and the Queen-mother, who had pardoned
Fargues in spite of themselves, were much annoyed at
finding that he was living in opulence and tranquillity
so near the Court; thought him extremely bold to do
so; and determined to punish him for this and for his
former insolence. They directed Lamoignon, there-
fore, to find out something in the past life of Fargues
for which punishment might be awarded; and La-
moignon, eager to please, and make a profit out of his
eagerness, was not long in satisfying them. He made
researches, and found means to complicate Fargues in a
murder that had been committed in Paris at the height
of the troubles. Officers were accordingly sent to
Courson, and its owner was arrested.